
ASSOCIATION OF NATIONAL ORGANISATIONS              
OF FISHING ENTERPRISES IN THE EU 

 
 

 
Europêche welcomes the nomina3on of Commission-Designate Costas Kadis 

 
Brussels, 17 September 2024 

 
Europêche, the leading trade body represen>ng the European fishing industry, warmly 
welcomes the nomina>on of Costas Kadis as the new Commissioner-designate for Fisheries and 
Oceans. Europêche is eager to work closely with Mr. Kadis to ensure the industry remains 
sustainable, compe>>ve, and resilient. Europêche is par>cularly keen to collaborate on 
ensuring a level playing field for the en>re fisheries chain, safeguarding EU’s food sovereignty 
and providing vital support to coastal communi>es across the Union.  
 
Javier Garat, President of Europêche, declared: ‘It is our hope that Mr. Kadis will restore the 
balance between biodiversity conserva8on, the sustainable use of natural resources, and food 
security – an equilibrium that was regre?ably lacking in the previous legisla8ve term. With his 
extensive experience in nature, agriculture, and fisheries, we believe he is well-equipped to 
address the reali8es faced by our sector and coastal communi8es.’ 
 
Europêche also welcomes the mandate given to the Execu>ve Vice-President-Designate for 
Cohesion and Reforms. He will be tasked with helping to ensure that fisheries becomes more 
resilient, sustainable and compe>>ve in the global market. It represents a significant step 
toward eleva>ng fisheries and food produc>on on the Commission's agenda, as advocated by 
the sector, with a dedicated focus at the Vice-Presidency level. 
 
In this context, as outlined in the mandate for the Commissioner-Designate for Agriculture and 
Food, we need a Fisheries Commissioner who will work closely with fellow College Members to 
develop a cohesive ‘vision for food’, promote trade reciprocity and advance a strategy for 
genera>onal renewal within the sector. 
 
The sector looks forward to a frui[ul and construc>ve partnership with the new European 
Commission that ensures both the sector compe>>veness and environmental sustainability.  
 

 
Europêche welcomes mee3ng with Execu3ve Vice-President Šefčovič amid crucial 

poli3cal transi3on 
 
Europêche is pleased to announce the confirma>on of a mee>ng with Execu>ve Vice-President 
Maroš Šefčovič that will take place on 25 September. Both par>es will address urgent fisheries 
ma`ers during a crucial poli>cal transi>on period, as the EU prepares for the next European 
Commission. 
 
Europêche welcomes Vice-President Šefčovič's availability to meet during such busy and 
transi>onal poli>cal >mes, recognizing his con>nued leadership in the sustainability, 
compe>>veness and resilience of Europe's fisheries sector.  
 
As the industry faces a variety of cri>cal challenges, Europêche is eager to discuss the following 
high-priority issues: 



 
1. High-level dialogue on fisheries management and ocean-related coopera>on with 

Norway: establishing a sustainable partnership and trade arrangements to protect 
shared resources and the interests of the EU fleet. 
 

2. EU posi>on for the ICCAT (Interna>onal Commission for the Conserva>on of Atlan>c 
Tunas) Annual Mee>ng 2024: crea>ng a level playing field for the European fleet, 
figh>ng IUU fishing to protect EU consumers and ensuring decisions are based upon 
best available science. 

 
3. Fishing opportuni>es for 2025: securing sustainable and fair quota alloca>ons in the 

Atlan>c, Bal>c and Mediterranean seas to safeguard both natural resources and the 
future of the European fishing sector.  

 
Daniel Voces, managing director of Europêche, declared “While the new College of 
Commissioners is expected to take office by December 1, this mee8ng will ensure that pressing 
fisheries issues con8nue to receive the poli8cal a?en8on they deserve. Europêche remains 
commi?ed to fostering construc8ve dialogue and close collabora8on with the EU execu8ve to 
safeguard the future of the fishing sector.” 
 
On the same day, Europêche will also meet Member States to address these pressing fisheries 
ma`ers and to prepare for the next legisla>ve term. 
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