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Socioeconomic 
contribution of fish

Fish provides high quality animal protein
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FAO (2016). The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2016

Example: Western Indian Ocean region
Overall value of ocean assets: US$333.8 billion

Example: Western Indian Ocean region
Overall value of ocean assets: US$333.8 billion

Reviving the Western Indian Ocean Economy, 
2017 WWF and The Boston Consulting Group



2030 Agenda and SDG 14

 SDG 14: Conserve and sustainably 
use the oceans, seas and marine 
resources

 Target 14.7: Economic benefits for 
SIDS and LDCs

 Also links to SDG 1 (No poverty),
SDG 2 (Zero hunger), and SDG 8 
(Decent work and economic growth)

2030 Agenda and SDG 14

14: Conserve and sustainably 

Target 14.7: Economic benefits for 

(Decent work and economic growth)
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Leverage existing 
instruments and approaches

 Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and related international plans of action

 Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small

 Ecosystem Approaches to Fisheries and Aquaculture

 Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, 
Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing

Leverage existing 
instruments and approaches

Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and related international plans of action

Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries

Ecosystem Approaches to Fisheries and Aquaculture

Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, 
Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing



Turkey

Example of marine spatial planning (MSP)
in Golluk Bay, Turkey

 Sustainably and responsibly 
identify and allocate areas 

 Identify prospective farm sites 
where long term investments are 
possible

 Establish clear norms and 
regulations for commercial 
behavior

 Reduce conflict among potential 
resource users

 Stakeholder participation

Turkey

Courtesy José Aguilar-Manjarrez

Example of marine spatial planning (MSP)
Bay, Turkey



FAO Blue Growth Initiative 

 Create enabling conditions 
for transitioning to the
Blue Economy

 Improve governance of 
aquatic ecosystems

 Conserve biodiversity
and habitats

 Empower all stakeholders 
along the fisheries and 
aquaculture value chain

Implementation (Theory Objectives:

FAO Blue Growth Initiative 
Implementation (Theory of Change)



Building efficient, 
sustainable seafood

value chains 
sustainable seafood

Harvesting
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BGI Communities Platform
EMPOWERING SMALL-SCALE PRODUCERS IS CRITICAL TO

THE BLUE COMMUNITIES PLATFORM

 Over 90% of all fishers and fish workers are small

 Most are in developing countries and half are women

 Vital socioeconomic function of SSF for food and nutrition security, income, employment, 
trade, etc. 

 SSF are excellent candidates for transition towards 
with and reliance on aquatic ecosystems

 Huge potential when people employed in SSF act not only as resource users but also as 
resource stewards

BGI Communities Platform
SCALE PRODUCERS IS CRITICAL TO

THE BLUE COMMUNITIES PLATFORM

Over 90% of all fishers and fish workers are small-scale

Most are in developing countries and half are women

Vital socioeconomic function of SSF for food and nutrition security, income, employment, 

SSF are excellent candidates for transition towards Blue Growth due to their interconnectivity 

Huge potential when people employed in SSF act not only as resource users but also as 
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Global Blue 
Growth activities

SIDS and coastal LDCs are 
transitioning towards the 
Blue Economy

No single, one-size-fits-all 
approach

Adaptable to country needs 
and priorities



Charter for Promotion of 
Blue Growth in Cabo Verde











Charter for Promotion of 
Blue Growth in Cabo Verde

Strengthening coastal communities

Economic and social development

Climate change research

Conserve biodiversity and habitats

Ecotourism and employment 
opportunities



Blue Growth Charter in Cabo VerdeBlue Growth Charter in Cabo Verde



 150 participants from 30 delegations

 Ministers from Cabo Verde, Grenada, 
Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Madagascar, 
São Tomé and Principe

 Declaration of SIDS and LDCs on 
achieving SDG Target 14.7 – presented 
at UN Ocean Conference

presented 



Global Action Programme
Nutrition in Small Island Developing States (GAP)

Priority Action Areas under the GAP:

1. Promoting food security and healthy nutrition

2. Ensuring the sustainable management of 
natural resources 

3. Enhancing resilience to climate change and 
natural disasters 

4. Promoting trade and access to markets 

5. Improving partnerships and international 
cooperation 

Programme on Food Security and 
Nutrition in Small Island Developing States (GAP)

Priority Action Areas under the GAP:

Promoting food security and healthy nutrition

Ensuring the sustainable management of 

Enhancing resilience to climate change and 

Promoting trade and access to markets 

Improving partnerships and international 



Partnerships for Blue 

 Large Oceans Nations Forum on
Blue Growth 

 Blue Innovations Institute 

 Blue Forum (bringing in private sector)

 FAO Blue Growth Network Secretariat
(multi

 Others (Blue Ports 

for Blue Growth

Large Oceans Nations Forum on
Blue Growth – Malta, October 2017

Blue Innovations Institute – Grenada

Blue Forum (bringing in private sector)

FAO Blue Growth Network Secretariat
(multi-partner funded)

Others (Blue Ports Vigo, GLISPA, etc.)



1. Foster effective international partnerships 
and collaboration

2. Make use of information and knowledge 
sharing platforms

3. Encourage and support institutions that 
foster Blue Growth

4. Link Blue Growth to the 2030 Agenda and 
long-term country planning

5. Ensure that standards and legal 
frameworks support Blue Growth

6. Mainstream Blue Growth activities

7. Support Blue Growth innovation and 
access to markets

Main recommendations:



Key Takeaways

 Blue Growth is a framework for achieving the 2030 

 Many countries are currently adopting a Blue Growth approach 
adapted to their specific needs and priorities

 Strong partnerships and cooperation are required at global, regional 
and national levels to realize the potential of the Blue Economy

 Developed countries can play a strong catalytic role in transitioning 
to Blue Growth, particularly through 

 Blue Growth offers coastal communities numerous opportunities for 
economic and social development from 

Key Takeaways

for achieving the 2030 Agenda

countries are currently adopting a Blue Growth approach 
and priorities

Strong partnerships and cooperation are required at global, regional 
realize the potential of the Blue Economy

play a strong catalytic role in transitioning 
Growth, particularly through knowledge sharing

Growth offers coastal communities numerous opportunities for 
economic and social development from marine resources



Thank you for your attention.

Zachary.Foco@fao.org

Thank you for your attention.

Zachary.Foco@fao.org


